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This issue of the Southwest Caravan eNews is being released on Memorial Day.
We should all be grateful to all the members of our armed forces who made the ultimate sacrifice so we
Americans can enjoy the freedom we have in this country to engage in the pursuit of happiness
which, in this case, will be traveling together on the National Corvette Caravan.

Top Story

Sometimes Ya Just Gotta Say, WTF.

Sometimes things happen which remind me of that line from the iconic movie "Risky Business". One of
those times was three weeks ago when Section Captain Tony Megowan called the eNews World Headquarters to say that rep from the City of Pasadena, which owns the Rose Bowl and surrounding Brookside Park,
called him to say that the city would not honor its commitment to the Southwest Section Caravan Organizing
Team for use of the stadium's parking area to stage the Caravan on the morning of 22 August. This happened just days before Captain Megowan was going to sign a contract with the City of Pasadena covering
use of its facility. Talk about a WTF moment...sheesh. We were screwed because, up until that point, our
agreement with Rose Bowl management was verbal.
How did this happen? Well, back on 30March The Rolling Stones made news world wide by cancelling the
North American leg of their current world tour because Mick Jagger's of sudden health problem which turned
out to be the need for heart surgery. A second announcement was made on 16May saying that the N.A. part
of the tour would be rescheduled to start in July. We got the boot because the rescheduled Stones gig at the
Rose Bowl is the night of 22August.
Section XO, Hib Halverson was at one of Taylor Swift's two sold-out Rose Bowl shows last year and he told
us the parking area the SW Section was going to use was where the 82 semis–52 trailers and 30 flatbeds to
be exact–used to move TSwift's "Reputation Tour" parked. We should add that only a total Swifty like
Halverson would know those facts, but we digress...
We suspect the Stones "No Filter Tour" will require a whole lot of trucks to move it around the the U.S. and
that the Rose Bowl people will park all those trucks right were we were going to stage the Caravan Departure the morning of the Stones show.
So, we got the boot.
Needless to say, loosing the Rose Bowl staging area is a huge problem for the Southwest Caravan Organizing Team. Right now, a good part of the Team's resources are devoted to finding a different venue for Caravan staging on the morning of the 22nd. We're looking at another location in Pasadena, one in Arcadia and a

third in Glendale. In the last week, Section Captain Megowan and Section XO Hib Halverson each have
made recon trips into the Glendale/Pasadena area inspecting possible Caravan staging sites as well as
scouting new routes from some of these possible staging areas to the nearest freeway going towards La
Canada and the Angeles Crest Highway.
This is a developing story and we'll have more about it in the next issue of the eNews.

Other News
SW Section tops 210 cars

Section Captain Tony Megowan tells the eNews that the latest Caravan registration data shows the Southwest Section is right at the 210-car mark. Three months ago we thought two hundred cars was within reach.
We've blown right by that number. It's possible we'll hit 225 cars. As for the entire National Caravan, Chairman Jeff Duda told us on 1May that 5700 Caravaners were signed up for the event.

PreRun6

Captain Megowan is a contributing writer for this issue of the eNews and wrote an article for this issue about
PreRun6, the trip his Wife, Paula and he took to test the entire Caravan route.
The final prerun is in the books and other than a
little bad weather, it was successful. Time constraints cut the trip short by one day, but we still
accomplished our goals. One which was to check
the leg times which we will print in the Route Book.
I am happy to say, if anything, we are overestimating times which is not a bad thing.
DAY 1 - We drove Angeles Crest Highway for the
first leg of our journey. Then, it was CA SR14 and
SR58 to I-15. There will be construction on Highway 58 but it shouldn’t make a big difference. We
left I-15 at Nipton Rd. and followed it to US-95
North and the back way to Henderson, NV where
we spent the night. We have prerun this section
several times so there were no surprises.
DAY 2/3 – We had our first meeting in Henderson
with the Las Vegas Corvette Association. They are
Captain Tony Megowan with the SW Section Lead Car working on a possible event in Henderson. Future
issues of eNews will have more to day on that. We
at the Airline History Museum in Kansas City, KS.
bypassed Lake Mead and the Valley of Fire beImage: Paula Megowan
cause that has been prerun three times already,
so we know what to expect. Doing that enabled us to drive straight to Grand Junction, Colorado combining
days 2 and 3. We proceeded up I-15 to I-70 East and into Grand Junction. Again, no surprises. On the third
day, there will be a stretch of 70, between Salina and Green River, UT, where there is 107 miles between
services.
DAY 4 – The run though Valley of Fire on Day Two and this drive across the Rocky Mountains will probably
be the most beautiful of the trip. We departed Grand Junction on I-70 headed for Colby, Kansas. There was
still snow on the ground in places and it just added to the beauty. One point for this portion of the route,
there are a couple of areas where there is no cell phone coverage, probably about 30 or 40 miles. Also,
there is a lot of road construction, but again, it shouldn’t slow us down significantly. Coming into Limon, CO

we hit a little weather. That is if you call VERY heavy rain, wind and hail a "little" weather. During this leg I
used the C7's "Weather" mode for the first time and I could feel the difference.
DAY 5 – From Colby, KS it was back on I-70 to Kansas City, Missouri. There is not much to say about this
portion of the route because it's flat and boring. Because we are staying in more than one town, the plan will
be for everyone to meet us in Colby that morning then we will stage and depart from there. There will be a
toll between Topeka and Kansas City. Have the correct change ($3.50) to make getting through the Toll
Booth at the end easier. The second of our meetings was with "Joe's Kansas City Bar-B-Que" and I am
pleased to announce they will be the caterer for the dinner event we will have on the fifth night of the trip at
the Airline History museum. We had dinner there and the food was fantastic. In KC, we will be joined by the
Pacific Central Corvette Caravan and the 3 Corvette Clubs in the area.
DAY 6 – We checked out a new route out of Kansas City to avoid the downtown traffic and it worked out
great. We will remain north of the city and take I-29 to I-435 to join I-70 east of Kansas City. From there it
was an easy drive to Cape Girardeau via I-70, I-64, I-270 and finally onto I-55 which took us to our destination. Along the way we will pick up the Kansas/Missouri Corvette Section in Boonville, MO
In Cape Girardeau we will be joined by the Oklahoma and Texas Panhandle Corvette Section and during our
stay in Cape Girardeau we will have one of the most anticipated events of our Caravan, "Corvettes in Cape".
We had a meeting with Tommy Mallory (Kansas/Missouri Section Captain), Ike & Hazel Dodrill (Oklahoma
and Texas Panhandle Section Captains), Brenda Newbern of "Visit Cape" the Cape G Convention and Visitors Bureau, Red Swan President of the host club, Corvettes of Southeast Missouri and myself and Paula,
my lovely Wife and Section CFO. To say I am impressed with the work they are doing would be a gross understatement. This is going to be a HUGE event with 2 beer gardens complete with live bands, four Caravan
Sections and about 800 cars. The city will close several streets so we can park and display our Corvettes.
The restaurants in the area will be open for your dining pleasure.
When we were in Cape G on Prerun6, the Mississippi River was already rising towards major flood status.
The water level was very high on downtown Cape Girardeau's, 6065-foot long flood wall which protects
Riverfront Park, where our event will take place. The wall and another 2175 feet of levee keeps Cape Girardeau's downtown area dry when the Mississippi rises to major flood status. It is designed to protect downtown from up to a 54-foot flood stage. The levee and wall took nine years to build back in the 1950s. To date
the highest crest from which it's protected the city was 48.86 feet on 2January2016. Fortunately, when we
get to Cape Girardeau it will be the end of the summer and the Mississippi will be below even "minor" flood
stage which is 32-feet and the wall's pedestrian doors will be open so we can walk over and get our feet wet
in the Mississippi

The flood wall in downtown Cape G. We photoshopped a red line into it to show about were the water level
is. The white panel is the pedestrian door. Image: Capt. Tony Megowan

DAY 7 – The route from Cape Girardeau to Bowling Green will be mostly same as in 2014. This is a beautiful
drive through the Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area. The drive was uneventful and although
there is some construction going on we should not run into the problem we had five years ago where there
was a single lane and long delays at one of the bridges. There will be a slight change in the route that will
take us through Paducah, KY where we will join the Michigan, Indiana & Western Kentucky Corvette Caravan. This will be a good place to stop for lunch. From here it is on to the Hillvue Heights Baptist Church in
Bowling Green where we will reform for the short trip over to the National Corvette Museum. We plan to arrive in mass at the Museum.
Overall, I was very pleased with PreRun6. We accomplished all the goals I had set. I think you will appreciate all of the preplanning that is going into this event and I am looking forward to meeting all of you along the
way.
Tony, Megowan
Southwest Section Captain, National Corvette Caravan.

Blankee Benefit

CFO Paula Megowan, tells the eNews
that the first two lots of 2019 stadium
blankets sold out. A third order was
placed and some of that has already
been sold. So far, the Blankee Benefit
program has raised $3275, much
needed funds to operate the Caravan
Section, but our projected costs are
higher than that. Route Book ad sales
are not going as well as for previous
Caravans so, if you like the SW Section Blanket we need your support.
Ten blankets are still available.
Any Southwest Section Caravaner
who donates $125.00 or more to the
SouthWest Caravan Organizing Team
gets a one of these blankets and will
be listed in the 2019 Route Book as a
"Blankee Benefactor".
In addition, on a group-order basis
Corvette Clubs can obtain special versions of the blanket unique to their
club. The minimum club order is 12.

The 2019 Southwest Section Blanket. Image: eNews Staff

Any club with members registered for the Southwest Section which makes a donation to the Southwest Caravan Organizing Team of $1800.00 or more will receive a dozen Stadium Blankets with the club's name
sewn into the Blanket just below the Southwest Section logo. To order blankets contact Paula Megowan at
(805) 659-5056 or paula@goldandgoldcpas.com.

Report from the National Captains Meeting

Section Captain Tony Megowan attended the National Captain's Meeting held in conjunction with the NCM
Bash on the last weekend in April. In a brief discussion with the eNews Staff, he covered a few subjects of
interest to Caravaners.
Caravan Registration ends on 8July. If you have not registered for the Caravan or you have registered but
you want to modify your registration by adding events or for any other reason, get it done before the 8th of
July.
NCM is selling reserved parking spaces in the two lots closest to Museum entrances. As of three weeks ago
there were 20 spaces left. At press time, it is unknown is any are still available The price is $500. One of
those spots is reserved for you for the whole three days. You can come and go as you please. For more information call the Museum (800-538-3883) and ask to speak to Connie Russell.
At press time, there is no news about Bowling Green Plant tours. Assume they will not be available.
There will be 2020 Corvettes, the C8 mid-engine cars, on display at the Museum during the Anniversary
Event. There will be what's been described to the eNews as a "mobile C8 display" which is similar to the
Corvette Racing Trailer you see at races and other events where Corvette Racing has a display.
Chevrolet will donate 2020 Corvette VIN 0025 to the National Corvette Museum for a fund-raising raffle. An
unlimited amount of tickets will be sold by the Museum at $25.00 each. To purchase tickets, call the Museum
at (800-538-3883)

Corvette Racing Sonic Tool Box Raffle
Raffle Tickets $10 each or 3 Tickets for $25

Winner to be drawn at National Corvette Museum 25th Anniversary Event
Saturday Aug. 31st, 2019
Winner Does NOT Need To Be Present To Win
Includes Free Shipping To Your Home Address – Raffle For Empty Tool Box
Fundraising Raffles Benefiting the National Corvette Museum, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit

The rollaway was supplied by Sonic Tools which was a sponsor of Corvette Racing in the 2018 season. The
box has the Corvette Racing, Jake and Sonic logos on the drawers and on the back has a large Jake graphic. Tools and the towel roll shown in the image above are not included with the rollaway to be raffled.

Corvette Racing tool box raffle tickets are ten bucks each or three for $25 and can be ordered from Section
Captain Tony Megowan by emailing him at tmegowan@outlook.com or calling him at (805) 659 5056.

We're Looking for a Few Good Advertisers

The Caravan Route Book is an 8 ½ x 11, softcover book distributed free-of-charge to each car on the
Southwest Caravan. It contains route instructions, maps along with feature articles about National Caravanning and pictures from previous Caravans. Nearly 500 Southwest Caravaners will read this book each day of
the seven-day trip to Bowling Green. The majority of the funds necessary to stage the SouthWest Corvette
Caravan comes from sales of advertising in this Route Book. Paid advertisements are also posted on the
Southwest Section FaceBook page. All proceeds from advertising come right back to Caravaners because
the SouthWest Caravan Organizing Team uses that money to subsidize the cost of events.
Any business owner reading this eNews who wants to attract Caravaners as customers should advertise in
our Route Book. Advertising rates start at $250.00 for an eighth page which is just a bit larger than a business card. Contact Section Commander Halverson at CmdrSCSN@netmotive.net for more information.

Thanks for reading
Yeoman L. Sharke, Editor

Corvettes are all we do!
Chevrolet Corvette Parts and Accessories
since 1977
562-693-5619
www.zip-corvette.com
Read the Parts Blog
www.corvettepartsblog.com

The Standard in GM-licensed,
Premium Corvette Luggage
800-736-4568
www.clubglove.com
High-End Scheyden eyewear, too!
https://www.scheyden.com
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